Joknsoiis infant precocity.
;
When he was a child in petticoats, and hud learnt to read, Mrs. Johnson one morning put the common prayer-book into his hands, pointed to the collect for tlu- clay, and said, 'Sam, you must get this by heart.' vShe unit up stairs, leaving him to study it: But by the time she had reached the second floor, she heard him following her. 'What's tlu: matter? ' said she, ' [ can say it,1 he replied ; and repeated it distinctly, though he could nol have read it more than twice.
But there has boon another story of his infant precocity generally circulated, and generally believed, the truth of which 1 am to refute upon his own authority. It is told', that, when r child of three years old, he chanced to tivad upon a duckling, the eleventh of a brood, anil killed it; upon which, it is said, lu dictated to his mother the following epitaph :
'Here lies good master duck,
Whom Samuel Johnson irud on; If ii h;ul liv'tl, il hiid been gmxl link, Kor then we'd h;ul an mlit <<nc'
There Is surely internal evidence that, this Hide eompositioi combines in it, what no child of three years old emild produce without an extension of its faculties by immediate inspiration yet Mrs. Lucy Porter, Ur. Johnson's step.daughter, positive!1 maintained to me, in his presence, that there could be no doiil: of the truth of this anecdote, for slu; had heard it from hi mother. So difficult is il to obtain an authentick relation of fact and such authority may then: be for erronr ; for lu: assured nu that his father made the verses, and wished In pass than for lv child's. He added, ' my father wan a foolish old man'-1 ; that is t say, foolish in talking of his children'.'
' Anecdotes of I>r, Jn/ut.\<>n, hy IlcHtci- Lynch Pin//.!, p. 11, A/A1 d/ J)r. JotinwH, hy Sir John Hawkins, p. 6, HOSWKI.J,.
J ' My father had much v.miiy which his adversity hindered I mm liuhitf fully (•xei'lcil.1 Annuls, p. f.|.
•' ThisjuiecddiiMiftliedncIc, ilmnxh disproved hy intc-rnal and rxtenml evidence, luw neveriliflen'i, uptni sup-
and fanciful relleTiiinis of Miss S waul, aninn^Hi tilts cnnunumcatini i inn erniiiK Hr. Jnliiihon with wliit hlii- IIIIH !)een pleased to favour nil '"lh(".e infant nunilicrs contain ll heeds of those, propensities whic through his life -sn hlrtin^ly uiitrki liis cliiii'iii I'T, of that poc'lii:lt tale whidi iil'itrrwarcU bore, htic'h rich in plentiful ('mils; fur, cx<1713).    It is likely
